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Shirley Swanson 
Miss Muskegon 1956 and Miss Michigan 1956

After the pageant, the Muskegon Chronicle wrote up the story as follows:
ONCE UPON A TIME…..That’s the way the “Shirley Swanson Story” should begin, for in most respects it’s an American fairy tale.
Muskegon’s auburn-haired Shirley-- at 19 the reigning Miss Michigan-- saw her dream come true on warm June evening. It was the same dream that dwells in the heart 
of every American girl-- to someday win an acclaim for beauty and talent.
The first Muskegon girl ever to rule as queen of Michigan, Shirley now probably is the city’s busiest citizen. Ahead is a whirling schedule of appearances and 
preparations in advance of Sept. 1, when she’ll leave to compete in the Miss America pageant in Atlantic City. There for one fabulous week, she’ll match her beauty and 
talent, her poise and personality against queens from every other state and Hawaii. Finally, on Sept. 8, she with all the other beauties, will be present when the new Miss 
America is crowned before a national television audience.
These are hectic days, too, for Shirley’s parents, Mr. And Mrs. Gust Swanson, her sister, and three brothers….and for Citizens group-- the chaperones, coaches and all 
the others who are working to give Shirley every opportunity in the Miss American contest.
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